Juna 20, 2000

Gere Glover, Chief Counsel

Office of Advocacy
'U.S. Small Business Administration
409 3™ Street, SW - Suitz 7200
Washingron, DC 20416

RE. SBA Office of Advocacy assistanca te small bnsjnass

Dear Gera:

The Council of Indusirial Boiler Owners ("CIBRQ") iz a tade 2szociation representing
nineteen industriai sectors and universities, CIB0’s membership is constituted in large part by small

businesses, which due to their size and inability o take advantage of econnmies of gcale, are

disproportionately burdened by federal regulation. These regulations ars typically environment
related, : .

CIBO acuvely participates in the Smali Business Roundtable sponsered by your Office as
means to identify potentially burdensome regulations and collaborate with gthers aizo affected by
those ruies. lhe roundtables providing an invaluyable forum for information sharing and direct
gontact with regulators that wouid otherwise be very difficult 1o arrange. CIBQ members have also
hencfitted direetly from your efforts to addrags concems with specific agency actions.

Just one exampie of your successful efforts invoived & recsnt enforcement action by the
Environmentai Protection Ageney ("EPA") under the Toxic Release Inventory ("TRI") program.
In that enforcement effort, EPA targeted businesses that had failed to report nitrates on their TRI1
reports and sent out 500 noticas of vislation that covared multipie reporting periods. Only through
the coordination provided by your office did CIBO members and others fully appreciate the scope
of this EPA enforcement effort.  CIBO leamnad that like jtx members, other small buninesses fully
compliant with TRI were now charged with TRI violations dye mostly tounclear regulations, faihire
by EPA to adeguately notify companies of their obligation 1 report nitrutes and EVen uncertainey
regarding the scientific basis for requiring nitrates reporting,

laresponse to the concerns of the smail bysiness communiity, your office arranged a briefing
by the EPA enforcement offics and several meetings with EPA decision-makers,  These meatings
proved fruitful and the matter was satisfactorily resolved. In addition, participants were able w
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make suggestions to EPA for a more informed regulatory process in the future.

Based on this and many other similar expertences with your office, CIBO has gTeat reapect
for your staff and its dedication to assisting small busitess in the sometimes daumting federal
regulatory arena. The Office of Advacacy serves this critical role with distinetian, bringing energy
and true dedication to small business. CTBO thanks you for your past efforts and looks forward to
collabprating in the fumre,

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact me at 703/250-9042.

l

Sincerely yours,

B Brosble

Robert D. Beazmte
President
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