8(a) Program Helps Marine Veteran Supply Military with Top-Notch Products

As a former Marine reservist and Desert Storm veteran, Mark Allen Llano is accustomed to getting things done in a “no frills” environment and so began Source One Distributors, Inc. in his garage in February 2003.  Using a cell phone, a computer, a determined spirit and hard work, putting in 100 hours each week, Mark was intent on starting a business where he could help U.S. military servicemen and women.  By the end of 2006, he had grown the company into an office and warehouse space of approximately 10,000 square feet, from 2 employees to 20 full-time staff, and from sales of $1.7 million to over $52 million.  
Source One Distributors was created to support the mission of the U.S. military by providing high-quality tactical products, equipment and services.  Its core business is in providing mission critical equipment, product sourcing, acquisition solutions and contracting expertise to a broad array of clientele including those in the defense industry, national security, law enforcement, and search and rescue.   The company entered the SBA’s 8(a) Business Development program in 2004 which Mr. Llano credits as having been instrumental in his business success, allowing him to sell his products and services to the U.S. Government.  
Mr. Llano, the son of Cuban immigrants, grew up in Tampa, Florida.  He spent most of his career on Wall Street as an investment banker.  He served five years in the U.S. Marine Corps and was called up for active duty during the build up for Desert Storm.  Returning from active duty, Mark continued his undergraduate education while working for the Sherwin Williams Company where he distinguished himself and earned President’s Club accolades.  At Barber and Bronson, Inc. in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, he enjoyed three years of multimillion dollar sales and was promoted to partner.  Mark was then recruited to be a partner at Sterling Financial Investment Group where he helped grow the company from three to 640 employees, 50 domestic offices, and seven international offices.  As President & CEO of Source One, his business achievements have been recognized for three successive years (2005-2007) as Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year Finalist for the Florida region.  
He “gives back” not only to the Nation by volunteering his time to teach hand-to-hand combat to soldiers at Quantico Marine Corps Base, but also to his immediate community as a tireless promoter of veteran entrepreneurs and by donating equipment to the Hurricane Relief Center in Palm Beach County during the active hurricane seasons in 2004 and 2005.

Because of his success in business, his unwavering commitment to his country, and his generosity to his community, Mr. Llano has won many awards.  He is the recipient of both the SBA’s South Florida 2007 Small Business Person of the Year Award, and the SBA’s 2005 Veteran Small Business Champion of the Year for South Florida and for the Southeastern Region.  In 2006, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Minority Business Development Agency awarded him the Minority Supplier/Distributor of the Year Award for the Atlanta Region.
