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SMALL BUSINESS OWNER TAKES PRIDE IN HIS SUCCESS

Norristown, Pa — Craig T. Williams takes pride in knowing that he has built a successful business in
the construction industry. As the President of Pride Enterprises, Inc. (PEI), a Norristown-based
general contractor and construction management company, Craig ensures that projects undertaken by
his firm are quality-driven. PEI is a minority-owned business that performs new construction,
renovation and retrofit projects throughout Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and New Jersey.

Craig began his career in construction over 15 years ago as a roofer at Independence Hall.
His ground-up knowledge and experience led to him establishing PEI and overseeing all operations
including construction, personnel, marketing, finance, and the daily administration. Craig earned his
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management from Syracuse University and immediately entered the
construction work force.

Since its inception in 1996, PEI has engaged in many community projects including
renovations to churches, the Philadelphia Zoo, the YMCA of Philadelphia and Vicinity, and the
Pocono Environmental Education Center. The company’s most recent community-enhancing project
is the beautification of the Schuylkill River Park Trail which connects Center City with Kelly and
West River Drives. PEI is extending the trail to Locust Street while improving the ability to commute
between Center City and West Philadelphia by bicycle.

In 2001, PEI became certified by the SBA through the 8(a) Business Development Program.
At the time, PEI had only one employee and close to $200,000 in revenues. Today, PEI employs 35
workers, supervises 28 construction projects and revenues exceed $12 million annually.

The 8(a) program is an essential instrument for helping socially and economically
disadvantaged entrepreneurs gain access to the economic mainstream of American society.
Small businesses are often at a disadvantage when trying to win federal contracts. That’s why the
SBA has programs, such as 8(a), to help overcome the barriers. Working closely with federal
agencies and the nation’s leading large contractors, the SBA works to ensure that small businesses
obtain a fair share of government contracts and subcontracts. Since its inception 1953, the SBA has
helped thousands of aspiring entrepreneurs gain a foothold in government contracting.


http://www.sba.gov/pa/phil

While the SBA helps 8(a) firms build their competitive and institutional know-how, the
agency also encourages them to participate in competitive acquisitions. PEI is currently performing
8(a) projects for the United States Department of Defense, the Department of the Interior, the
Department of Veteran Affairs and the General Service Administration.

PEI is also an SBA certified "Historically Underutilized Business Zone" (HUBZone)
business. The HUBZone Empowerment Contracting Program is designed to stimulate economic
development and create jobs in urban and rural communities by providing federal contracting
preferences to small businesses. These preferences go to small businesses that obtain HUBZone
certification by being located in a HUBZone designated area or employing staff who live in such an
area.

Craig was recognized as the 2005 SBA Minority Small Business Person of the Year award
for the Philadelphia District and Region Il (Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West
Virginia, and the District of Columbia). Craig won these prestigious awards for operating a
successful minority-owned small business in the competitive construction industry.

SBA’s Region Il Administrator Stephanie Watkins said “Mr. Williams epitomizes the true
entrepreneurial spirit that exists throughout our country. We are proud to recognize him as a
successful minority-owned business.”

PEI has developed its industry expertise through experience in the field and continues to
incorporate state-of-the-art computer software, project management, administrative technology, and
customer service as the keys to continued success. “Part of what has enabled us to be successful is
that we strive to be a competitive customer service oriented, quality-driven company — that happens
to be African-American.” Said Williams

it

The SBA is an independent federal agency, created in 1953, to assist small businesses in the United States to start, grow,
and prosper. The SBA provides financial assistance by: (1) making loans to help families and businesses recover from
national disasters and (2) providing loan guarantees to commercial financial institutions for working capital (7a loans),
buildings/land/equipment (504 loans through the Certified Development Corporations), and for exports. Through our
resource partners, the SBA also offers a variety of business development programs and services such as training,
government contracting and export assistance. SBA resource partners include Small Business Development Centers,
Women’s Business Centers, and SCORE (Counselors to America’'s Small Businesses). For information on the SBA’s
programs and services contact us at 215-580-2722 or www.sba.gov/pa/phil
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