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Happy Holidays from the Region Eight Office…..

Happy holidays from the Region Eight Office! Fiscal Year 2005 was a GREAT year throughout Region Eight. Our six district offices approved 5,621 guaranteed loans worth over $1 BILLION – a 30 percent increase over FY 2004!  We are especially proud of the fact that our lending programs created or retained over 20,000 jobs last year. No matter where you live in our region, the SBA continues to advocate for entrepreneurs and the communities they live and work in.  The SBA’s many programs help communities create quality jobs which in turn contribute to economic development and improved opportunities. We have accomplished all of this with less staff and a smaller budget. Talk about the best bang for your buck - the American tax payer continues to receive an incredible value in the services provided by the Small Business Administration.  This has all been made possible by the dedicated SBA employees who continue to provide first-class customer service to the people they serve. Since being appointed Regional Administrator by the President, I have made it my priority to listen to our customers – our lenders, SBA district office staff, community leaders, small business owners, and local, county, state and federal elected officials.  All of whom now have even larger expectations for what the SBA will do in 2006. I have learned through my travels - over the last 4 years (some 150,000 miles on the road) - that the SBA is highly respected and appreciated for what it does.  There is a huge cadre of individuals - in the six states that comprise Region VIII - that help evangelize our message. From the local entrepreneur that has found business success with the help of the SBA; to the county commissioner that sees our many programs as a way to save the remaining small businesses in their community; to the many elected officials that realize the SBA is one of the taxpayer’s best friend; to the lending community that is our closest partner – the message is loud and clear that the SBA continues to be a major driving force in all aspects of our nation’s economic development. Your continued support is always appreciated and needed.  The entire Region Eight office wishes you and your family a safe and happy holiday, and a very prosperous 2006.


- Mick Ringsak, Chris Chavez, Carol Helm, Jim Henderson, Larry Kiefer
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[image: image7.wmf]“In Your Corner” by Jim Henderson, Small Business Advocate
Making State Regulations More Small Business Friendly. Last month I had the honor of testifying at a Sunset Review Hearing before the Colorado House Business and Labor Affairs Committee. I testified in support of the continuation of the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) role in reviewing proposed agency rules to determine whether they negatively impact small business or economic competitiveness in Colorado I first explained that the Office of Advocacy monitors federal agency compliance with the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) in order to reduce the regulatory burden on small business. Under the federal RFA, Advocacy has shown time and again that regulations can be reduced and the economy improved without sacrificing important goals such as environmental quality, travel safety, and workplace safety. By working with federal agencies to implement the RFA, in 2004 the Office of Advocacy helped save small businesses nationwide over $17 billion in foregone regulatory costs. This savings can now be used to create jobs, buy equipment, expand access to health care for millions of Americans, or simply maintain competitiveness in the marketplace.



Similarly Colorado’s administrative procedure laws require agencies to submit proposed rules or amendments to existing rules to DORA for review. If DORA determines that the rule may impact small business,  it can require an agency to prepare a cost/benefit analysis.  This analysis is very important to a successful regulatory flexibility system. To minimize the administrative burden on agencies, DORA has created a simple and efficient checklist for agencies to follow in preparing their statutorily required cost/benefit analysis. Once agencies recognize and understand the cost of a regulation to small businesses, they are better able to craft regulatory alternatives that consider the uniqueness of small entities. As a result, small businesses are better able to comply with agency rules and to survive in a competitive marketplace. 

District Office Reports: Your SBA Event Planner
Colorado -- Colorado SBDC Network presents Small Business Conference for Veterans. The Colorado Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Network has partnered with the Veterans Corporation to launch a Veteran Entrepreneurial Program.  The SBDC will feature programming for Veterans at a one-day workshop to be held December 13th in Denver at the Adams Mark Hotel.  SBDC COUNSELORS WILL BE AVAILABLE ALL DAY FOR FREE ONE –ON-ONE COFIDENTIAL COUNSELING.  For more information please contact the SBDC’s Kelly Manning at 303-892-3840 or email at kelly.manning@state.co.us .  Web site: www.coloradosbdc.org 

Montana – The 504 Celebrity Tour 2005/2006. The Montana District Office is getting out of the office to help promote the 504 Certified Development Company Loan Program.  Over the past few months, SBA District Director Michelle Johnston has been attending and participating in grand openings and ribbon cutting ceremonies with borrowers, lenders and CDC’s to recognize their participation in the extremely useful lending.  Most recently, Johnston attended the Ashley Furniture Store ribbon cutting for their new facility in Billings and will be attending a ribbon cutting in Bozeman to recognize Heebs Food Center, a business that’s been part of downtown Bozeman for 58 years.   
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With the help of SBA’s 504 loan program, the owners of Heebs were able to purchase the real estate location they were currently leasing, which resulted in saving the grocery store and its employees, but also a Laundromat and other retail businesses that occupied the building.  There are now four statewide CDC’s on board in Montana approved to do 504 loans.  For more information on the 504 Program, and contact information for CDC’s in Montana, log onto www.sba.gov/mt or contact the Montana District Office at 406.441.1081.
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Your Small Business Resource



North Dakota -- "Business Start-up Basics" will be offered December 20, 2005 in Bismarck. There are a variety of reasons for starting a business. You may seek flexibility or opportunities to use your abilities to their fullest extent. One thing we all share is a need for business training. Learn about resources that are available to you, as well as some basics of starting a business. Successful businesses don't happen by accident-they are planned. Writing a business plan is the first step. Other first steps are applying for the appropriate licenses, registering trade names, setting up the appropriate legal structure, complying with tax laws and establishing credit and financing. For more information, or to register, contact the SBA’s Fay Behm at (701)328-5850.
South Dakota -- Jamestown is hosting its own government procurement conference on December 7th at the Franklin Historical School Building from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm.  This event will be an opportunity for local businesses to hear first hand information on what is expected to become a vendor with several federal agencies, along with the state procurement office.  Registration fee is $50 for entire day, $30 for half day and includes lunch.  Businesses pre-registering will also be able to set individual 15 minute appointments with the federal buyers of their choice during the day.  Contact Kim Murray at 701-252-8060, X10 or kimmur@csicable.net or online at www.ndsbdc.org under the Events tab, or see attached flyer.  

Utah – SBA Office to host its annual holiday party on Thursday, December 15th!  The Public is invited to attend. On Thursday, December 15th, the Utah District Office will host their annual Holiday Open House.  This event will be held at SBA’s Utah District Offices at 125 South State Street, Room 227, Salt Lake City from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm.  Traditionally the Utah District Office hosts this event to thank lenders, resource partners, and community leaders.  For more information regarding the Holiday Open House, please contact the SBA’s Georgia Yoshida at (801) 524-3217.   
Wyoming – The Small Business Administration will hold “Express Loan” training for Gillette, Sheridan, and Buffalo lenders.   The training will be in Buffalo, Wyoming, on December 7th, at the Buffalo Federal Savings Bank training room from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  All Wyoming lenders are strongly encouraged to attend this training, whether or not they are currently Express Loan participants.  This program targets lenders in rural areas. For more information, contact the SBA’s Bob Auflick at 301-261-6500.
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If you have any questions about Newsline Eight or would like your name removed from the Newsline VIII Fax list, contact Chris Chavez at (303) 844-0501 or christopher.chavez@sba.gov


SBA’s Website can be found at www.sba.gov
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