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	TO:
	All SBA Employees
	CONTROL NO.:
	5000-985

	SUBJECT:
	Prohibition regarding the use of SBA's logo
	EFFECTIVE:
	1/24/2006


The purpose of this notice is to remind SBA employees that “Lenders are not permitted to use the SBA logo in any manner with the exception of window/building decals that inform the public of their status with the SBA (i.e. participating, certified, preferred).” (Section 3, para.1.c. of SOP 90 55, Graphics & Writing Standards)  The sole exception would be activities authorized by a co-sponsorship agreement with SBA.
The SOP also contains the following question and answer:
Q: Can lenders use the SBA logo in their advertisements?

A: No. Lenders may, however, identify themselves as SBA participating lenders by placing the appropriate decal on the window of the lending institution. Neither the SBA logo nor the decal may be used in a lender’s advertisement.  (Appendix A, SOP 90 55)
In a lender’s advertising, however, the lender may make a factual statement concerning its status with SBA without the use of any SBA logo (e.g., Bank X is an “SBA preferred lender”).
SOP 90 55 may be found on SBA’s Intranet website at http://yes.sba.gov, then click on “SOPs.”
James E. Rivera

Associate Administrator
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