
OWBO revised 6-2008 

IV.  USE OF SBA LOGO AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUPPORT 
SBA is committed to working closely with its resource partners to provide quality, customer-
centric products and services that support the evolving needs of small business.  Under the SBDC 
program (as established by the Small Business Act), SBA provides funding and other support to 
organizations for the provision of technical assistance to small business concerns.  SBA provides 
significant federal funding to the SBDC program on an annual basis, and each SBDC operates 
under the program’s regulations and  
§21 of the Small Business Act.  Accordingly, all SBDCs are required to appropriately 
acknowledge SBA’s support.   
 

It is important that SBA’s role, identity and network of resources be clearly understood by SBDC 
clients.  Further, SBA wants to ensure that all Agency and partner resources are fully leveraged, 
such that product duplication is avoided and sharing is prominent among and between SBA, 
SBDCs nationwide and other SBA resource partners.   
 
Under this Agreement, each SBDC Lead and Service Center must feature the SBA logo and/or 
official acknowledgement of support on all materials produced (either in whole or in part) using 
project funds (i.e., federal funds, matching funds and/or program income).  This requirement does 
not apply to materials that are not produced using project funds.  For purposes of this section, the 
term “materials” includes, but is not limited to, items such as press releases, brochures, reports, 
advertisements, training booklets, websites, etc.  The term “materials” does not include items 
such as stationery or business cards.  The SBA logo appears below: 
 

 
 
In addition, while SBDCs must display signage featuring the SBA logo at all facilities open to the 
public, such signage must also prominently feature the acknowledgement of support identified 
below.   
 
Where used, the SBA logo may be positioned in close proximity to an SBDC’s own logo or may 
be placed in a prominent location elsewhere in the material.  Additionally, whenever an SBDC 
elects to use the SBA logo, the following statement must appear immediately below or adjacent 
to that logo: 
 

Funded in part through a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Small Business 
Administration.   

 
This acknowledgement of support must appear verbatim and may not be altered or replaced with 
substitute language.  However, on materials with severe space constraints such as signs and 
banners, an SBDC may substitute “SBA” for “U.S. Small Business Administration” in the 
acknowledgement of support.  The acknowledgement of support must be presented in a legible 
typeface, font size and - where applicable - color contrast. 
 
On materials for which an SBDC does not elect to use the SBA logo, it must at a minimum 
feature the acknowledgement of support listed above.  The SBA logo and/or acknowledgement of 
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support may not be used in connection with SBDC activities that are outside the scope of the 
Cooperative Agreement.  In particular, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES may the SBA logo 
or acknowledgement of support appear on items used in conjunction with fundraising; 
lobbying; or the express or implied endorsement of any good, service, entity or individual. 
 
Furthermore, where an SBDC produces materials which feature editorial content, it must use the 
following alternate acknowledgement of support (either independently or in conjunction with the 
SBA logo): 

 
Funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business 
Administration.  All opinions, conclusions or recommendations expressed are 
those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the SBA. 

 




