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New Web Site Available for Small Business Owners
Doing Business Over seas

WASHINGTON — A new Web site to assist small businesses seeking to tap into international
markets was launched today by the U.S. Small Business Administration in partnership with the
American International Group, Inc. (AlG) and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

The new Web site at www.AssessY ourlnternational Risk.org is designed to provide small
businesses with information that will help them determine what insurable exposures they may
encounter in doing business overseas. These can range from credit and liability risks with
unknown customers to workers compensation laws, which can vary widely.

“Thisis part of the SBA’s ongoing efforts to provide the best information resources to small
business owners, especialy through online access,” said SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto.
“SBA, along with AlG and the Chamber of Commerce, is committed to promoting initiatives
that give small businesses an advantage that can create increased opportunities.”

“AlG is pleased to continue our relationship with the Chamber of Commerce and begin a
relationship with the SBA to meet the evolving needs of growing companies across the nation,” said
Kristian P. Moor, executive vice president, AlG, Domestic General Insurance. “The combination of
public and private sector resources will provide small business owners with the information they
need to make smart decisions concerning overseas expansion, and how to address the risks inherent
in entering the international marketplace.”

Small businesses are more likely to be unfamiliar with the risks involved in doing business
overseas. A lack of knowledge may needlessly stifle or jeopardize a company’ s expansion.

The site, www.AssessY ourlnternational Risk.org, will help entrepreneurs in creating an environment
where they can gain the knowledge to expand and protect their business on an international scale.

The Web site features a convenient ask-the-expert option where small business owners can ask
guestions about the risks in doing business oversess.

For more information about all of the SBA’s programs for small businesses, call the SBA
Answer Desk at 1-800 U ASK SBA or TDD 704-344-6640, or visit the SBA’s extensive Web site at
http://www.sba.gov.

You can receive all of the SBA’s News Releases via email. To subscribe, visit
http://web.sba.gov/list and select “ Press Office.”
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